IO4                        Richelieu

The sur.render,..of the city left Jhe Cardinal free to
proceed against the Huguenots in Soutliem France,
but for a little while he was oBligect to defer his
plans because France was involved in an Italian
war. The Duke of Nevers, a French nobleman,
inherited the Italian duchy of Mantua. His rights
were disputed by Spain and Savoy, and hostilities
began during the siege of La Rochelle, No foreign
complications could draw Richelieu from his deter,
mination to complete his conquest, and he grimly
waited until the Rochellois had consumed their lust
boots and saddle-bags; but when they finally suc-
cumbed to starvation, Louis and Richelieu at once
led an army of thirty thousand men to the support
of the new Duke of Mantua. Their road to Italy
was by the Pass of Susa; in the early spring the
snow lay thick on the path, and it seemed almost
impossible to dislodge the forces of the Duke of
Savoy. But the French attacked them with great
valour, and Louis XIII. on this occasion, as always
in life, showed himself a ' good a|nd courageous
soldier.

When the French had forced their way into Italy,
the war was practically ended, and Louis returned
to France, leaving Richelieu in command, The
Cardinal found more enjoyment in the pursuit of
arms than in saying mass, and he was always pleased
to pose as a soldier instead of a priest, A witness? has
described his appearance at a conference with the
Duke of Savoy. He was equipped In a cuirass and
full military dress, with a white plume floating from
his hat, a sword by his side, and two pistols rantingt nut? favoured him, as she is
